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21 December 2006
	Supporting People Accountable Officers / Lead Officers

	


Dear Colleagues

CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT SUPPORTING PEOPLE DIRECTIONS AND EXCELLENT AND NON-EXCELLENT GRANT CONDITIONS FOR 2007- 08
This note is to inform you that today we are publishing draft 2007-08 Supporting People Grant Conditions for Excellent and Non-Excellent authorities for consultation on the Supporting People Knowledge website - www.spkweb.org.uk. Copies of the documents are attached, for ease of reference and these documents show the changes we are proposing to make to the conditions. The consultation will run for nine weeks from today to 22 February 2007. 

In 2006-07, we made significant changes to both sets of grant conditions to take account of the end of the transitional period, during which Administering Authorities (AAs) reviewed all Supporting People services, and other policy developments. As a result of these amendments, only minor changes are needed for 2007-08, including the removal of final references to the 2007-08 transitional period.  

We also wish to take this opportunity to gauge your views on the proposal to amend the grant conditions to take account of the representations we have had from some authorities on issues such as top-up fees and rent deposits. 

Top up fees

When AAs enter into agreements with service providers to provide certain levels and types of services, we consider that it should be at no cost to the service user or at agreed prices to the service user. Where there is an agreed price, service users should not be asked to make payments over and above the agreed price to the providers. However, some providers are said to be levying additional charges against service users on top of the prices agreed with AAs. 

Therefore we have included a draft new condition (condition 8(1)) in the grant conditions for non-excellent authorities to dissuade the continuation of this practice where it is occurring.  

Rent Deposits

Often, service users are prevented from securing tenancies by a lack of money to fund the rent deposits asked for by landlords. Some AAs are in favour of being able to use SP grant in such cases but we want to explore more widely the implications of including a grant condition which will facilitate this. 

The Department is considering the inclusion of a grant condition for non-excellent authorities (we consider that the greater flexibility in the grant conditions for excellent authorities means an equivalent condition is unnecessary) which would enable them to pay rent deposits to landlords on behalf of service recipients to help them take up accommodation. This would be non-prescriptive, which means an authority would be under no obligation to pay rent deposits. For further details on this subject see Annex A.
Supporting People Directions and Comprehensive Performance Assessment
The Supporting People Directions 2006 are attached to this letter for ease of reference. We do not consider that any substantive alterations to the Directions will be required this year. We will, however, be re-issuing the Directions to take account of changes to the Comprehensive Performance Assessment (CPA) process.

In 2006-07, authorities were categorised for the purposes of Supporting People as excellent or non-excellent based on their CPA grading on 14 December 2005. This was a transitional arrangement while the new star-based grading system for upper and single tier authorities took effect. 

For 2007-08, we propose to classify authorities as excellent or non-excellent based on their star grading. We propose that 3 star and 4 star authorities should be subject to the conditions for excellent authorities with all other authorities subject to the conditions for non-excellent authorities. We also propose to retain the labels “excellent” and “non-excellent” for the purposes of Supporting People, as we consider that the terms are well understood. Authorities’ views on both these issues are sought. 

Taking account of the new star gradings will not require an amendment to the grant conditions. It will, however, require minor amendments to paragraph 1(2) of the Supporting People Directions, in the definitions of “Administering Authority” and “Excellent Authority”. We therefore propose to re-issue the Directions with these changes made.

The consultation will run for nine weeks to 22 February 2007. Please send any representations to Sandra Popoola either by email to sandra.popoola@communities.gsi.gov.uk, or to her at the Department for Communities and Local Government, Eland House, Zone 1/G6, Bressenden Place, London, SW1E 5DU.  
[image: image1.png]Yours sincerely
Jane Everton

Deputy Director

Housing Care and Support Division

Annex A

Rent Deposits

Administering Authorities’ views on the possibility of Supporting People funds being used to fund rent deposits are sought. In particular, opinions on the following questions would be welcomed:

· Should the Commissioning Body’s consent be needed before rent deposits are funded?

· The Department considers that the payment of rent deposits by Administering Authorities will only be possible as part of a package of eligible welfare services for the service recipient:

· Should the power to pay rent deposits be available when the service recipient receives any package of welfare services, or should it be restricted in some way – for example in connection with services which are provided to help a vulnerable person move on? Should there be other restrictions?

· Should the package of welfare services be ongoing during the period of the tenancy or might the payment of a rent deposit be the last service to be provided under the package?

· The Department also considers that rent deposits should be repayable to Administering Authorities when the service recipient leaves the accommodation:

· Should Administering Authorities have the discretion to require repayment before the service recipient leaves the accommodation? If so, when? Should there be a fixed period or discretion to require repayment at the point when no other Supporting People services are being provided?

· What should happen if a landlord does not refund the service recipient’s entire deposit because of damage to the property? Should the full deposit still be repaid to the local authority?

· What steps should Administering Authorities be required to take to recover rent deposits?

· What other issues does this proposal raise?

For example: 

· Will Administering Authorities need to put in place policies on service recipients’ eligibility to have their rent deposit paid?

· Does the proposal raise financial/accounting issues?

The Department would welcome your views on this issue.
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