Protecting vulnerable people from fire 

Are you currently involved in tenancy support? Do you work with vulnerable people to ensure they have somewhere safe to live? Do you worry that they are at risk from fire? Latest Government statistics show that there were 219 accidental fire deaths in the home in England in the year ending June 2005. The main cause of these fires was the careless handling of cigarettes or hot substances. Houses of Multiple Occupation (HMOs) can constitute a special problem because this is often where some of the most vulnerable members of the community reside. These properties may be less well maintained than others and can therefore pose particular fire risks.

Smoke alarms act as an early warning of fire in the home, giving occupants precious time to escape. Smoke alarms are cheap, easy to obtain and easy to fit. However, around 14% of households in England still do not own a smoke alarm. Some households have not got round to buying one, whilst others believe it is their landlords responsibility to provide one. 

Since October 2004, the Government has been implementing a dedicated fire prevention programme to target 1.25 million vulnerable households. The Home Fire Risk Check Initiative is a four year £25 million funding scheme, where all English Fire and Rescue Authorities are funded to work up a programme of Home Fire Risk Checks combined with the installation of free 10 year battery operated smoke alarms and where appropriate, automated fire suppression systems for the most vulnerable households.

In working up their programmes, many English Fire and Rescue Services are working in partnership with key stakeholders such as; local authorities, Primary Care Trusts and social services departments to ensure they are targeting the most vulnerable households.  The Fire and Rescue Service are now primed to expect approaches by local homeless organisations and other agencies involved in tenancy support for a Home Fire Risk Check and practical advice to help protect vulnerable tenants from fire. 

If you would like the contact details of your local Community Fire Safety Officer based in the Fire and Rescue Service, or further details on the programme, then please e-mail the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s dedicated Home Fire Risk Check Initiative account at: hfrc.enquiries@odpm.gsi.gov.uk
