
Transition package

CLG is keen to ensure that the expertise developed and gains made in the programme since its inception in 2003 are not lost and that the risks and concerns identified by stakeholders during the Pathfinder project are managed.

Package announced today includes:

· A commitment to deliver a new financial modelling tool which will provide evidence at a local level on the financial benefits of investment in housing support in terms of crisis prevention and the reduced need for more intensive and costly interventions, leading to better outcomes for the citizen and savings to the public purse.  The Department will be seeking tenders for this work before Christmas.

· Guidance is being published today on integrating housing related support across health, social care and housing at a regional level.

· Communities and Local Government will be working with the Office of Third Sector, with a special focus on small third sector groups.

· The announcement of two national conferences jointly hosted by CLG, DH, the Local Government Association and the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services in January 2009 to help authorities and their commissioning partners learn from the Pathfinder project and consider how their own localities will respond to the changing agenda.  These will be taking place in London on 19 January and York on 27 January 2009.

· A commitment that CLG will continue to work with member groups in the sector to support providers in responding to the new commissioning and procurement environment.  This will include 18 half-day regional roundtable events in early 2009 to bring commissioners and providers together to discuss planning for the future.  These will be taking place on the following dates (two on each date):

· Manchester - 15 January 2009

· Newcastle - 20 January 2009

· Brighton - 22 January 2009

· London - 26 January 2009

· Leicester  - 29 January 2009

· York - 3 February 2009

· Taunton - 5 February 2009

· Birmingham - 12 February 2009

· Cambridge – 23 February 2009 (please note change of date from 25 February)
· Ongoing support from the Communities and Local Government Regional Resource Teams to support local performance improvement on the commissioning and delivery of services (taking into account the work being undertaken by Government Offices and the Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnerships)

· A commitment that Government will continue to monitor progress as we go through the transition period, with further events planned for Autumn 2009 to identify any further emerging or unresolved issues.

· The contents of this package will develop through further discussion with the sector and will be informed by the Audit Commission’s forthcoming national report into SP (due Spring 2009).


