Minutes of NW SPSG Meeting 

12 September 2005

East Cliff County Offices - Preston

Present:

	Tim Bryant (chair)
	Bolton
	Tony Pounder
	Lancashire

	Alison Turner
	Trafford
	Andy McHugh
	Blackburn

	Bryonie Shaw
	Trafford
	Fred Bridges
	Blackpool

	Sue Bryan
	Bury
	Ian Humpries
	Salford

	Paul Latimer
	Cumbria
	Lesley McCann
	Sefton

	Joe Coogan
	Knowsley
	Sheila Rice
	Wirrall

	Terri Farrow
	NHF
	Frances Perry
	Warrington

	Hilary Latimer
	Cheshire
	Sarah McCarthy
	Wigan

	Lynn Standish
	St. Helens
	Mary Mather
	Lancashire

	Gail Health
	Manchester
	
	


Apologies:

	Hazel Summers
	Manchester
	Paul Garner
	Probation

	Ann Gaughan
	Stockport
	Diane Barkley
	Tameside

	Jo Lancaster
	Stockport
	
	


	
	
	Action

	1.
	Apologies and Introductions were given as above 


	

	2.
	Minutes of Previous Meeting / Matters Arising
	

	· 
	· PL  - apologies for meeting were not recorded.

· TF - noted amendments to Terms of Reference now complete

· Probation will attend future meetings (Paul Garner)

· North West Groups- Cheshire and Merseyside to link.

· TB - noted he has not written to ODPM about mainstreaming, as ODPM focus may have changed.  To be discussed at Regional Chairs meetings.

· GH has spoken to LGA about national issues.  National strategy to be produced for end of September, consultations by December.  GH noted possible funding routes; SPDF still alive and will be part of a paper with shorter consultation period.  GH  to circulate further details of her discussions to group members.

· Audit Commission Inspections – GH informed meeting that Audit Commission is to produce a paper on their thoughts post 2007 reviews.

· SP grant announcements likely to be made at same time as Local Authority funding announcement.


	TB

GH



	3.
	Terms of Reference
	

	
	· TB requested that all authorities email him once T-O-R approved by Commissioning Bodies.

· PL queried page 6, - 12 members to be present to be quorate, 7 to be majority vote.  Agreed this clause to remain unaltered.

· TF queried 4.7, said Cheshire could not be considered a Cross Authority Group.  TB to discuss with Cheshire.

· Group to be known as North West Supporting People Strategic Group (NWSPSG).

· TB said there may be a need to make minor amendments to T-O-R if joint funded post achieved – agreed amendments to be made and circulated.
	ALL

TB

ALL

TB

	4.
	Regional SP Logo
	

	
	Based on Probation regional logo, being prepared by NHF, to be circulated to members. 
	TF



	5.
	Regional SP Cordinators Post
	

	
	· SR circulated draft contract (between authorities) and draft job description.

· TB has met with Sue Powell, to meet with Emma Maitland to look at links to Regional Housing Forum.

· TB has circulated T-O-R to Housing Corporation to explore possibility of innovation and good practice grant.

· SR circulated table showing Local Authority contribution if based on SP Admin Grant.

· TB noted that it was unlikely post would be taken forward without match funding.  Some Authorities would only approve if match funding guaranteed.  Table to be updated.  Authorities who had not replied to be contacted.

· Comments on job description to SR at Wirral

· Agreed that apportionment of costs be on a ‘straight split basis’ i.e. cost divided by number Authorities.

· TB noted that Regional Housing Board want a Regional SP Strategy.


	TB

ALL

	6.
	Regional Sub Groups
	

	6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6
	Value  for Money Group

· Information being co-ordinated and to be sent out.

Outcomes Group

· Some Authorities have already done considerable work

· ODPM – no details on a ‘national’ approach

· GH noted need to link to national strategy groups

· SMc said work in Wigan had outlined complexity

· GM Lead Officers to look at different client groups, and give lead.

Benchmarking Group

· BS gave update on work and presented report on work to date.

· Information to be pulled out from SPLS on capacity, weekly unit cost, weekly support hours per service user, cost per support hour etc.

· Whole data to be sent to each participating Authority

· Data updated  every 6 months

· Possibility of launch discussed

Contracts Group

· AMc gave an update on work of group and outlined minutes of meeting of 28.07.05

· Workplan distributed. Comments to AMc

· Joanne Chiltern and group to be commended for their work

Valuing Improvement Project

· JC gave update on work in Knowsley and circulated product list.

· Discussion of CSCI and issues in relation to registration

· Knowlsley now working on a joint SP/care contract.

Review Officer Group

· Meeting this week


	GM GROUP

ALL

	7.
	Section 117 Survey
	

	
	· Results of survey discussed.  List to be amended for Cheshire and Halton.

· TB asked Authorities to circulate any details of legal advice that they had received.


	TB

ALL



	8.
	Validation Visit Report
	

	
	· Good Practice format, 2 report produced, a long and short version.

· Feedback to Louise Carrington at Knowlsey

· T e group expressed their thanks to the Authorities who had worked together in producing the reports.

· Future reviews and approach discussed.  Outline paper to be produced.  Chairs of Contract Group/Review Officers Group to be asked to comment.

· Report to be brought to next meeting.


	ALL

TB

	9.
	Future of Supporting People
	

	
	· Jane Everton to attend next meeting

· Need for co-ordinated questions


	

	10.
	Date and Venue of Next Meeting
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting- 7 November 05 -12pm

The Albert Room ¸The Crewe Arms, Nantwich Rd, Crewe, Cheshire CW2 6DN 

Tel: 01270 213204
For directions please use link below by searching on the post code: 
CW2 6DN
Map websites:http://www.multimap.com or http://www.mapquest.co.uk
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