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Supporting People Policy

Criminal Record Bureau Checks

29th March 2006

Introduction

This document sets out the Commissioning Body’s policy in relation to CRB checks.

Background

Supporting People commission a wide range of housing related support services that are delivered to vulnerable adults and young people.  Ensuring the safety of service users is paramount and part of this process includes ensuring that adequate CRB checks are carried out on staff delivering services.

The Criminal Records Bureau (CRB), an Executive Agency of the Home Office, provides  access to criminal record information through its Disclosure service.  This service enables organisations in the public, private and voluntary sectors to make safer recruitment decisions by identifying candidates who may be unsuitable for certain work, especially work that involve children or vulnerable adults.  The CRB was established under Part V of the Police Act 1997 and was launched in March 2002.

The current Interim Contract for Supporting People and the newly drafted Steady State contract in Bury MBC, include a requirement that providers shall have all staff and volunteers checked by the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB).  

The Supporting People Team has as part of its three-year review programme, attempted to ensure that all providers of Supporting People services have complied with the requirement to have staff CRB checked.

Policy Statement

The Commissioning Body approved the following policy statement on the 29 of March 2006.
Policy statement 

The Bury Supporting People Commissioning Body adopts the following policy in relation to CRB checks

· Providers will be required to comply with the contractual requirement to carry out CRB checks.

· The Supporting People Team will use its best endeavours to carry out such verification as they are able to do under existing legislation, as part of contract compliance.

· Providers will need to show they have policies to carry out CRB checks and in relation to the recruitment of ex-offenders, a policy that complies with the Secretary of State’s Code of Practice under s122 Police Act 1997.

· Providers will also need to be a Registered Body for the purposes of the Code of Practice, or show that they use an appropriate umbrella body, to ensure they have done everything reasonable within their powers to employ only fit and proper people to provide support services to the vulnerable adults and young people in Bury.
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