
CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT SUPPORTING PEOPLE GRANT  DETERMINATIONS FOR EXCELLENT AND NON-EXCELLENT AUTHORITIES AND THE AREA BASED GRANT PATHFINDER PROJECT 2008/09
This paper highlights: 
· The changes being considered for the Supporting People Grant Determinations for:

· Excellent and 

· Non-Excellent authorities; and
· The new Area-Based Pathfinder Project. 
Authorities are encouraged to look at these changes within the consultation documents and forward their views to monalisa.chukwuma@communities.gsi.gov.uk
or post at:

Communities and Local Government, 

Eland House, 

Zone 1/B6, 

Bressenden Place, 

London, 

SW1E 5DU.  
The final day for comments is 15 February 2008.

Excellent / Non-Excellent Determinations Grant Conditions

There are no substantial changes to the excellent and non-excellent grant conditions this year. 

Grant Determinations for the Area based Grant Pathfinder Project

We are introducing a new set of grant determinations to cover the Administering Authorities selected for the area based pathfinder project. The grant for the area-based pathfinder project will be paid under section 31 of the Local Government Act 2003. 
A list of those Administering Authorities who are being invited to pathfinders will be issued shortly.  
Supporting People Admin Grant 
There are no Grant Conditions for the Supporting People Admin Grant.   The Secretary of States' letter of 10 October 2007 to Local Authority leaders which announced the outcome of the CSR07, stated that £5 billion of former specific grant and LAA ring-fenced grant will be delivered in the form of general grants. These grants are the Revenue Support Grant (RSG) and Area-Based Grant (ABG) neither of which is ring-fenced, thereby giving councils greater flexibility to manage financial pressures and focus funding on the priorities of their communities. 

The Supporting People Admin grant was identified in the Annex of the 10 October letter as one of the funding streams to be included in the ABG from 2008/09. 

Further information regarding the SP Admin Grant will be included in the allocations letter due to be sent out following the Local Government settlement announcement in December.
Supporting People Directions 

As there are no substantial changes to the grant conditions for excellent and non-excellent authorities in 2008/09, no amendments to the Supporting People Directions are required and, accordingly, this consultation does not cover the Directions. 
We would welcome comments on the revised Excellent / Non-Excellent Grant Conditions, and on the new Area-Based Grant Pathfinder Project Determination. 


