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26th February 2008


	Supporting People Pathfinder Authorities
	


Dear Sir/Madam
You will see from the e-mail I have just sent that CLG plans to provide guidance to authorities on which services to submit information on once the ringfence is removed from April 2009.

As a Pathfinder authority, I would like to utilise your valuable experience of operating in an unringfenced environment and seek your advice and feedback on the content of the guidance.  

In drafting the guidance we need to achieve the following objectives:

· Minimise the risk of the scope of services included in NI 141 and 142 being inconsistent across authorities and over time, and therefore jeopardise the consistency and reliability of the data collected.  
· Not stifling innovation and good practice by being too prescriptive.
Current definition

Currently, housing-related support is defined by the eligibility of services under Grant Conditions (issued under section 93 Local Gov. Act 2000), which define eligibility as:

‘Support services which are provided to any person for the purpose of developing that person’s capacity to live independently, or sustaining his capacity to do so’

The conditions go on to pick up tenancy deposit schemes, handyperson services and Adult Placement Services. Finally the conditions focus on the ineligibility of care services defined by the Care Standards Act 2000

Future definition

Housing-related support can be defined by what it is not, and this approach would be in line with the objective of not being too prescriptive.  As such, we could add to the definition currently used to include this following:

‘Support services which are provided to any person for the purpose of developing that person’s capacity to live independently, or sustaining his capacity to do so, but are not subject to registration with the Commission for Social Care Inspection.’

The guidance on what services qualify as care (and not housing-related support) is fairly extensive, defining care homes as those which provide accommodation together with nursing or personal care (i.e. assistance with bodily functions such as bathing and feeding):

http://www.csci.org.uk/professional/care_providers/all_services/registration/how_the_process_works/assessment.aspx
Guidance
We think it would be helpful to provide examples of the sorts of services that fall within this definition, and especially those which are ineligible under the current grant regime, but become eligible once the ringfence is removed and should therefore form part of SPLS extracts.

Questions

1. What are your views on future definition?  If you do not agree with the approach, can you suggest an alternative?

2. Did you alter your local eligibility criteria when operating in an unringfenced environment and, if so, in what ways?

3. Are there any examples of services you have which would be useful to add to the guidance?

4. Are there any additional issues which you think ought to be addressed in the guidance?

Next steps
We will continue to work with stakeholders to agree the most helpful guidance to sit alongside the National Indicators for Local Authorities and Local Authority Partnerships: Handbook of Definitions, by April 2009.  Your comments on this e-mail would be very much appreciated by 5th March 2009.  Please respond to Sarah Guy with your views: Sarah.Guy@communities.gsi.gov.uk
CLG is aware that the removal of the ringfence is a change which the sector will need some support to manage, so we will use the transition year to refine the guidance in time for the grant being delivered through the Area Based Grant from April 2010. 
Yours sincerely,
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Mark Carroll
Director of Housing Management and Support
Communities and Local Government
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