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Introduction

1. This Grant Determination is made by the First Secretary of State (“the Secretary of State”) under section 93 of the Local Government Act 2000 (“section 93”) for the purpose of paying grant (“Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities”) to certain local authorities towards their expenditure in providing, or contributing to the provision of, such welfare services as are determined by the Secretary of State.

2. This Grant Determination –

(a) 
determines the welfare services in respect of which Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities is paid;

(b)
determines the amount of Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities and the manner of its payment to those local authorities;

(c) 
specifies the local authorities to which the Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities is paid;

(d) 
determines the conditions on which the Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities is paid.

3. Before making this determination the Secretary of State consulted in accordance with section 93(11) and obtained the consent of the Treasury.

Interpretation
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(1)
In this Grant Determination –



“Authority” means a local authority to which grant is paid;

“qualifying date” means –

(a) 
where the service recipient concerned was eligible for transitional housing benefit on 31 March 2003 but is liable to pay rent at intervals of a whole number of weeks, 6 April 2003;

(b)
where, for the service recipient concerned, 31 March 2003 falls within a rent free period and the service recipient concerned was eligible for transitional housing benefit on the day immediately preceding the start of the rent free period, that day; and

(c) 
in all other cases, 31 March 2003;

“rent free period” has the meaning given in regulation 70 of the Housing Benefit (General) Regulations 1987;

“review” means a consideration of a particular service (including reviewing the nature, level, cost and quality of the service) which takes account of the views of the service provider and the service recipient (including their need for the service); 

“service provider” means a person who provides, or arranges the provision of, welfare services where those services are paid for (in part or in full) either –
(a)
by an Authority out of Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities; or 
(b)
where an Authority has m
ade an arrangement with the service recipient for him to make payments directly to the service provider in respect of those services and the monies paid to the service recipient to make those payments has been paid by the Authority out of Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities, by the service recipient;
“service recipient” means a person who receives welfare services where some or all of the cost of those services is paid for by an Authority out of Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities, or that person’s representative;
“short term service” means a service which-

(a) aims to bring about independent living within two years (disregarding practical delays in securing move-on accommodation) following resolution of a specific need or needs which the supported living arrangement aims to remedy, or following completion of a time-limited programme of support of under two years intended duration; or

(b)
 aims to increase the capacity for independent living (even if fully independent living may not be likely) through a package of time-limited housing related support under these directions, which package has an intended duration of less than two years,

but shall exclude,

(i) any service provided by a Home Improvement Agency;

(ii)
any service whose aim is the maintenance of a limited degree of independent living which is not expected to increase; 

“Supporting People guidance” means guidance issued by the Secretary of State under section 93 in relation to the Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities;

“transitional housing benefit” means Housing Benefit paid pursuant to regulation 10(1)(e) of the Housing Benefit (General) Regulations 1987 where that housing benefit was paid in relation to service charges specified in Schedule 1B to those regulations; 

“transitional service recipient” 
means a service recipient who received support services, which on the qualifying date were (partially or fully) funded by – 

(a) 
transitional Housing Benefit; 

(b)
Income Support paid pursuant to regulation 17(1)(e) or 18(1)(f) of the Income Support (General) Regulations 1987 where that income support is paid in respect of service charges for support services relating to housing; or 
(c) 
Jobseeker’s Allowance paid pursuant to regulation 83(f) or 84(1)(g) of the Jobseeker’s Allowance Regulations 1996 where the jobseeker’s allowance is paid in respect of service charges for support services relating to housing; and

“welfare services” has the meaning given in section 93.

(2)
In this Grant Determination reference to a paragraph or annex is a reference to a paragraph or annex of the Grant Determination and a reference to a condition or schedule is a reference to a condition or schedule of the Conditions of Grant set out in Annex B of this Grant Determination.
The welfare services
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Pursuant to section 93(1), the Secretary of State hereby determines that the Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities is to be paid towards an Authority’s eligible expenditure on the provision of welfare services.  

 Amounts payable to authorities

6.
Pursuant to section 93(3) and (4), the Secretary of State hereby determines –

(a)
the local authorities to which Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities is to be paid, which shall be those authorities named in column 1 in the table in Annex A;

(b) the amount of Supporting People programme grant payable to each Authority for the period 1 April 2006 to 31 March 2007, which shall be the lower of the amount set out in the table in Annex A and eligible expenditure as defined in paragraph 3 of Annex B; and

(c)
the manner of payment, which is set out in Annex A.

Conditions for the payment of the Supporting People programme grants for excellent authorities

7.
Pursuant to section 93(5) and (6), the Secretary of State hereby determines as the conditions imposed on the payment of the Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities the conditions set out in Annex B.

Signed by authority of the First Secretary of State

Phil Woolas
Minister of State
[Date]
The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister

ANNEX A


MAXIMUM AMOUNTS OF GRANT 

The maximum grant payable to each local authority is shown in the Table below:


TABLE

	NAME OF LOCAL AUTHORITY 
	MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF GRANT 
(£)


MANNER OF PAYMENTS

The Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities monies shall be payable in twelve instalments on or around 15th of each month in the financial year. Ten payments will be made at 8% of the maximum grant allocation and two payments will be made at 10% of the maximum grant allocation in May and October.  

ANNEX B

SUPPORTING PEOPLE PROGRAMME GRANT FOR EXCELLENT AUTHORITIES (ENGLAND) CONDITIONS 

Introduction

1.
The payment of Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities monies to an Authority pursuant to section 93 shall be subject to the following conditions.

Use of grant monies

2.
Subject to conditions 3 and 7, an Authority shall use Supporting People grant for excellent authorities monies only for the purpose of providing, or contributing to the provision of, welfare services.

Eligible expenditure

3.  
Eligible expenditure consists of payments by an Authority or any person acting on its behalf  for the purposes set out in paragraph 2 above.   Eligible expenditure does not include the amounts  described in paragraph 5 below as ineligible.





4.
For the purpose of defining the time of payments, a payment is made when and only when, money passes out of the control of an Authority or any person acting on their behalf.  Money will be assumed to have passed out of such control at the moment when legal tender is passed to a supplier (or, for wages to an employee), when a letter is posted to a supplier or employee containing a cheque, or an electronic instruction is sent to a bank to make a payment to a supplier or employee by direct credit or bank transfer.

5.
An Authority must not incur liabilities for eligible expenditure before there is an operational need for them to do so.  An Authority  must not pay for eligible expenditure sooner than the due date for payment.  Supporting People programme grant for excellent authorities monies must not be used on any of the following:








(a) 
activities of a political or exclusively religious nature;
(b)
works or activities that any person has a statutory duty to undertake;
(c) 
depreciation, amortisation or impairment of fixed assets;
(d) 
the acquisition or improvement of fixed assets;
(e) 
input VAT reclaimable by the Authority from H.M. Customs & Excise;
(f) 
interest payments or service charge payments for finance leases;
(g) 
gifts;

(h) 
entertaining; and

(i) 
statutory fines, criminal fines or penalties.

Local Connection
6.
An Administering Authority shall ensure fair and open access to appropriate and strategically relevant Supporting People services and in respect of short term services shall not take account of whether an applicant has a local connection to the area covered by the Administering Authority.
Protection of transitional service recipients

7.
An Authority shall ensure that transitional service recipients –

(a) 
continue to receive services which are equivalent in their nature, level and quality to those which, on the qualifying date, were paid for (fully or partially) by one of the funds referred to in the definition of “transitional service recipient”; and

(b)
pay no more by way of charges toward the cost of the services they receive than they paid on the qualifying date,

until the Authority has conducted a review of the service in question in accordance with Supporting People guidance.
Administrative requirements
8. An Authority shall provide reports to the Secretary of State as required.

Financial control
9.
An Authority must:

(a) 
maintain and operate effective monitoring and financial management systems for the Supporting People programme in order to control expenditure and to achieve the agreed outcomes and objectives; and

(b) 
keep a record of expenditure funded partly or wholly by this grant and any income generated by the Supporting People programme, and retain all accounting records (including original invoices, receipts, accounts and deeds, whether in writing or electronic form) relating to that expenditure and income for a period of at least six years after the end of grant funding.  Such records must also be kept for any income generated with the help of grant. The Authority must make these available at any reasonable time for inspection by officials from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister or their representatives or by the Comptroller and Auditor General or his representatives.

Statement of grant usage
10(1) An Authority must prepare a Statement of Grant Usage via the Logasnet system in the form set out in the Schedule, giving details of eligible payments for work carried out on eligible welfare services, in the year ended 31 March 2006, signed by the chief finance officer. 

(2) By 30 September 2006, an Authority must submit its Statement of Grant Usage to its external auditor, appointed by the Audit Commission, together with a request that the external auditors should certify whether the entries on the statement are fairly stated in accordance with the grant terms and conditions.

(3)Once a statement of grant usage has been prepared by an Authority and certified as required by the chief financial officer and the external auditor, it must be submitted to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister as soon as possible.  

 (4) If the Statement of Grant Usage identifies any overpayment of grant, the Administering Authority must repay this amount within 30 days of being asked by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
Repayment in event of breach of conditions
11.
If an Authority fails to comply with any of the conditions the Secretary of State may require the repayment of the whole or any part of the Supporting People grant for excellent authorities monies paid to the Authority, as may be determined by the Secretary of State.  Such sums must be repaid within 30 days of notification by the Secretary of State.
Schedule
STATEMENT OF GRANT USAGE
�Cross referencing – this relates to transition and charging – may not be required


Cross referencing �Relevant to qualifying date – may be required


�Cross referencing – individual budgets


�Cross referencing – may not be required


�Cross referencing – depends what happens on transition





