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3 October 2006


	Supporting People Accountable Officers / Lead Officers

	Our Ref:


Your Ref:



Dear Colleagues

CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT SUPPORTING PEOPLE STATUTORY GUIDANCE 2006
This letter is to inform you that today we are publishing the Supporting People draft 2006/07 Statutory Guidance for consultation on the Supporting People Knowledge website - www.spkweb.org.uk. A copy of the draft Guidance is attached, for ease of reference. 

As you know, this is the first time major changes have been made to the Guidance since the introduction of Supporting People in April 2003 and the completion of the service reviews of all Supporting People services. The main changes follow on from those already made to 2006/07 grant conditions and directions; and includes - service review process, transitional arrangements, leaseholders, individual budgets and outcomes. Our intention is to further amend the Guidance in 2007/08 to take account of and reflect the Supporting People national strategy. 

The Statutory Guidance contains guidance for non-excellent Administering Authorities in England on the administration and application of Supporting People Programme Grant. Whilst the Guidance does not form part of or replace the Supporting People grant conditions and directions, it offers additional commentary on some of the key aspects of these documents which Administering Authorities must have regard to. 
The consultation will run for six weeks to 17 November 2006. Please send any representations to Sandra Popoola either by email to sandra.popoola@communities.gsi.gov.uk, or to her at DCLG, Eland House, Zone 1/G6, Bressenden Place, London, SW1E 5DU, no later than 17 November 2006.  
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Jane Everton
Deputy Director

Housing Care and Support Division
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